CHAPTEB   vi
TRAINING OF PSYCHIATRISTS: THE TEACHING PSYCHIATRIC UNIT

THE psychiatrist's training can be considered from the standpoint
of the curriculum and from that of the quality and range of the teach-
ing. The curriculum could be approximately standardized for the
country as a whole by some central authority; the quality and range
of the teaching depend on less ponderable factors, such as the capacities
of the teaching staff and the variety of clinical material within access of
the teaching centre. These two aspects of the subject will be con-
sidered separately.

(a) The Curriculum. Three reports containing valuable recom-
mendations have in recent months been produced by the Royal College
of Physicians.1 One deals with medical education as a whole and
two with aspects of education in psychiatry. The important position
of psychiatry in the future of medicine is here recognized by the
number of hours in the student's training which the reports recommend
should be devoted to psychology and psychiatry. Briefly, the College
holds that, in the pre-clinical years, the student should attend a course
consisting of from twelve to twenty lectures on normal psychology,
to be divided between a psychologist and a psychiatrist; in this
course, it is desirable that teachers of biology, genetics, social medicine
and physiology should take part. During the clinical period, the
College recommends that the student should attend a systematic
course of lectures or demonstrations comprising all the important
aspects of psychiatry. Over fifty sessions are included in this compre-
hensive schedule. It is further recommended that, during his last
clinical year, the student should serve for a short period as a resident
in a Mental Hospital or hold a clinical clerkship in an observation ward
for two or three weeks.

For the Diploma in Psychological Medicine, a five years' training
is deemed desirable; the candidate should be allowed to take the
examination after three years. The report specifies how and where
these five years should be spent.

, (b) Quality and Range of Teaching. This subject has been fully
dealt with by the Inter-Departmental Committee on Medical Schools
(Goodenough Committee), Medical schools will be centred in the
future as in the past upon universities. It should be possible for the
mental health services of the future to be organized in loose affiliations
or regional groupings round universities which will be concerned with
various aspects of medical teaching and training.

The psychiatric department of every university medical school
should be under the direction of a professor of psychiatry, who should

1 Royal College of Physicians: (i) Planning Committee's Keport on Medical
Education, issued in April 1944; (ii) Committee on Psychological Medicine; Two
Interim Beports on Undergraduate and Post-graduate Education in Psyem'atry,
1944,